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1. HISTORY


Recent multicat environment (e.g.rescue shelter, breeder) or other source of FCoV exposure such as new kitten


Recent history of stress : e.g. adoption, boarding cattery, neutering within days to weeks in wet FIP, many weeks in dry FIP





2. CLINICAL EXAMINATION


effusive or non-effusive FIP?





2. ? NON-EFFUSIVE FIP


Persistant moderate pyrexia > 4 days


Weight loss


Dull


Anorexia


Enlarged mesenteric lymph node(s)


Icterus


Intraocular signs (uveitis, keratic precipitates, aqueous flare, retinal vessel cuffing)


Neurological signs (fits, ataxia, nystagmus)





2. ? EFFUSIVE FIP


Cat bright or dull


Moderate pyrexia: 39.0 - 39.5oC


Abdominal distension/ascites


Dyspnoea/pleural effusion


Pericardial effusion





3. ANALYSE EFFUSION 


Usually straw coloured, clear and not odiferous


                                Negative                Rivalta’s test                   Positive


NOT FIP                     < 30g/litre             Protein levels           >35g/litre     


NOT FIP              > 0.8    Albumin:globulin ratio            < 0.8


< 2 x 109/l     Total white blood cell count    < 2 x 109/l


Mostly lymphocytes     Identification of the cells:    Neutrophils and macrophages


NOT FIP         < 500 g/ml         Alpha-1 acid glycoprotein         >1500 g/ml





Virus detection in macrophages (IF) positive – IS FIP    


Virus detected by RT-PCR in the effusion – IS FIP








 3. blood sample:


Haematocrit <30%


Anaemia is non-regenerative


Lymphopenia


Hyperglobulinemia          albumin :globulin < 0.7


High alpha-1 acid glycoprotein (>1500 g/ml)


Hyperbilirubinemia


High FCoV antibody titre





If EFfusion is different from FIP effusion:


Bacteria  found on cytology


Cells predominantly lymphocytes


Cancerous cells


Proteins < 30 g/L


Albumin :globulin > 0.8


White blood cells  >2 x 109/l











ULTRASOUND/EXPLORATORY LAPAROTOMY/BIOPSY/MRI


Search for:


Tumor


Heart failure 


Liver disease


Bacterial peritonitis, pleurisy


Diaphragmatic hernia


Other





 5. Treat for FIP 





Pred 4mg/kg daily halving dose every 7-10 days


Feline interferon omega (Virbagen Omega): 


 - effusive FIP: 1 MU/kg into abdominal or thoracic 


                         cavity then s/c every other day


 - non-effusive FIP:  50,000 – 100,000 U orally 


                                daily or Polyprenyl Immunostimulant 3mls orally every 2 days


(See www.catvirus.com for latest on treatment)








4. specialised laboratory testing





High FCoV antibody titre in CSF


    Negative*                FCoV RT-PCR on CSF            Positive


Negative        FCoV RT-PCR on lymph node FNA              Positive








*Could still be FIP            ± means plus or minus    MU = Million Units
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Some criteria match





All criteria match











